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Commission is the gauge downstream of the confluence of the
Animas River with Mineral Creek (Fig. 2), the Animas River
watershed study extends downstream from the confluence of
Mineral Creek to an area known as Elk Park just upstream from
the confluence of the Animas River with Elk Creek. Most of the
watershed is in four mining districts: (1) the Silverton district,
which covers the southeastern part of the watershed from the

South Fork Mineral Creek to north of Howardsville; (2) the
Eureka District, which covers the northern part of the Mineral
and Cement Creek basins as well as the Animas River basin from
Eureka north (Davis and Stewart, 1990); (3) the Red Mountain
district, which extends up the Mineral Creek basin from Ohio
Peak to the north and is largely outside the study area; and (4) the
Ice Lake district, which is in the headwaters of South Fork Min-
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Figure 2. Shaded relief map of the Animas River watershed showing the Animas River and its main tributaries, Mineral and Cement Creeks,
which are impacted by historical mining. The watershed study area boundary is outlined in black; gauging stations are shown as black
dots on each of the major streams: A72, gauge 09359020; M34, gauge 09359010; A68, gauge 09358000; C48, 09358550; and AS53,

gauge 09357500.





